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Examination for the Licensure

 to the Christian Ministry
Qualifications

In order to be licensed to the Christian Ministry of River Oak Grace Community Church, the applicant’s conduct must reflect the standards of the Word of God as listed in 1Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9.

As one charged with the responsibility of the Christian Ministry, you are required to pass both a written and oral examination. Please answer all the questions, using separate pages for each question to express your answers. Give Scripture to substantiate your answers, including footnotes and a bibliography of all source material.

The pastoral staff and elders will carefully consider your completed examination. Return this examination in completed form to the Pastoral Team Leader within 90 days of application for licensure to ministry.

Questions:

I. Bibliology (The Doctrine of Scripture)
1. What is meant by the “canon” of Scripture?

The inspired, authoritative collection of God’s words; written by men.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

New International Version (NIV)

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2. What is your view of “inspiration”? Discuss variant views and show why you believe the way you do.

The view that I hold on inspiration is that almighty God gave the words to men to write down. The thoughts, ideas and instructions came directly from God and not man. Whenever we read anything from any man on any subject, if it does not match up with what we have already set apart as the words of God they should be discarded.
There are three views of inspiration in the Protestant world. The first is the Evangelical view. Evangelicals see the Bible as a product of the Spirit of God working through men. This is the view that I hold. Another view is the modernist view. It is seen in this view as having origins of human invention. They still treat the Bible as sacred text, but not in the same way that evangelicals do. The third view is Neo orthodox. This view holds that the Bible is the word of God but not the words of God.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_inspiration 

3. Do you believe Scripture to be inerrant?

Yes.  I have never found the Bible to contradict itself.  Through living out the Bible, it has never proved to be wrong or lead me astray.  

4. Do you believe there is any other written revelation in addition to the sixty-six books of the Bible?

I believe that the Bible is the true revelation of God. The New Testament says that there is one mediator between God and man and that is Jesus. If anyone attempts to reveal anything today, and says it's from God, it needs to match up with the teachings of Jesus. I believe that at that point it is no longer a revelation but reveals a retelling of the original gospel of Jesus.
1 Timothy 2:5

5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,

Hebrews 1

 1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe.
II. Theology (The Doctrine of God)
5. Discuss the “attributes” of God (both essential and moral).

God’s essential attributes are too many to count or list.  Some of my favorite essential attributes are Holy, Glorious, and Perfect.  Remembering these attributes lead me to worship Him more.

Some of His moral attributes are Majestic, Just, Wise and Powerful.  These attributes lead me to serve him more.  

Isaiah 6:3

New International Version (NIV)

3 And they were calling to one another:

   “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
   the whole earth is full of his glory.”

Jude 1:24

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

Doxology

 24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—

2 Samuel 22:31

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 31 “As for God, his way is perfect; 
   the word of the LORD is flawless. 
He is a shield 
   for all who take refuge in him.

Exodus 15:11

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 11 “Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? 
   Who is like you— 
      majestic in holiness, 
      awesome in glory, 
      working wonders?

Psalm 94

 1 The LORD is a God who avenges. 
   O God who avenges, shine forth. 
2 Rise up, Judge of the earth; 
   pay back to the proud what they deserve.
Romans 16:27

New International Version (NIV)

27 to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.

6. Do you believe there is one God?

Yes.

Deuteronomy 6:4

New International Version (NIV)

 4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.

7. Do you believe that God exists in three “Persons”?

Yes.  

John 1

New International Version (NIV)

 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome[a] it.

John 14

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit

    15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[c] in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”
 22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?”

 23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.

   25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

III. Christology (The Doctrine of the Second Person of the Trinity)
8. Is the Son eternal and co-equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit?

Yes

John 10:30

New International Version (NIV)

30 I and the Father are one.”

John 14:15-20

New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit

    15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[a] in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.

9. What is your position in regard to the “Virgin Birth”?

That Mary (Jesus’ mother) was visited by the Holy Spirit and became miraculously pregnant according to God’s will.

Luke 1 (NIV)

The Birth of Jesus Foretold

 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[b] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”

 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

10. Did Jesus live a perfect and sinless life on earth? Why is this important?

Yes.  If he had not, he would have not been the perfect sacrifice for sin that we needed to pay the penalty for our sins (as foreshadowed in the Old Testament).

2 Corinthians 5:21

New International Version (NIV)

21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

11. What is the significance of Christ’s death? Discuss both Godward and manward results.

Christ’s death was and is significant in that in obedience, He followed the plan for forgiveness from sin that God put in to place from the time of Abraham.  

The Godward result is that Jesus submitted to the will of the Father and in doing so gave His followers the ultimate example of the sacrificial life that we are to live (the manward result).  

Romans 3:25

New International Version (NIV)

25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement,[a] through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—

1 Corinthians 15:3

New International Version (NIV)

 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

12. Was Christ’s resurrection literal or spiritual? What difference does it make?

It was literal.  Had He not been raised from the dead, He would have been made out as a liar.  

Matthew 17:22-23

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 22 When they came together in Galilee, he said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. 23 They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised to life.” And the disciples were filled with grief.

Luke 9:22

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”

13. What significance does His resurrection have for believers?

That the same Christ who beat death and the grave will empower us to do the same when He returns.

1 Corinthians 15:12-32

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

The Resurrection of the Dead

 12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.

 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For he “has put everything under his feet.”[a] Now when it says that “everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. 28 When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.

 29 Now if there is no resurrection, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized for them? 30 And as for us, why do we endanger ourselves every hour? 31 I die every day—I mean that, brothers—just as surely as I glory over you in Christ Jesus our Lord. 32 If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus for merely human reasons, what have I gained? If the dead are not raised,

   “Let us eat and drink, 

   for tomorrow we die.”[b]

14. Where is our Lord now, and what is He doing in behalf of believers?

He is seated/standing at the right hand of God and is interceding for the believers.

Romans 8:34

New International Version (NIV)

34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

Acts 7:56

New International Version (NIV)

56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

IV. Pneumatology (The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit)
15. Is the Holy Spirit an equal Person with the Father and the Son?

Yes.  If He were not, Christians would be practicing poly-theism.  

Isaiah 45:18

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 18 For this is what the LORD says— 

he who created the heavens, 

   he is God; 

he who fashioned and made the earth, 

   he founded it; 

he did not create it to be empty, 

   but formed it to be inhabited— 

he says: 

“I am the LORD, 

   and there is no other.

Isaiah 48:16

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 16 “Come near me and listen to this:

   “From the first announcement I have not spoken in secret; 

   at the time it happens, I am there.”

   And now the Sovereign LORD has sent me, 

   with his Spirit.

Matthew 28:19

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

James 2:19

New International Version (NIV)

19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.

16. Give at least three examples of how He was active in the Old Testament.

1 Samuel 16:13

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.

Numbers 11:25-26

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took of the Spirit that was on him and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so again.

 26 However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. They were listed among the elders, but did not go out to the Tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and they prophesied in the camp.

17. In the present age when does God give the Holy Spirit to a believer?

(Relate Acts 2,8,10, and 19 to this question).

Peter said in Acts 2 that “repenting and being baptized” was for the remission of sins and to receive the “gift” of the Holy Spirit.  I believe that the gift of the Holy Spirit is His indwelling in our lives.  

In Acts 8, Simon the sorcerer believed that receiving the Holy Spirit would benefit him and his business.  This is not the type of circumstance that the Holy Spirit wants to work in our lives and be used by us.

Acts 10 is an example that the Spirit can come before baptism (but after belief).  This chapter is a perfect example of how belief, baptism and receiving the Holy Spirit go hand in hand. 

Acts 19 shows us again that the Holy Spirit is a gift and can be received after someone believes and is baptized in the name of Jesus.

18. What is the “baptism in (with, by) the Holy Spirit,” and when does this take place in reference to the New Birth?

This is the baptism that Jesus described in the Gospels and was acted out in the book of Acts and is different than John’s baptism.  

It is not the baptism that the Pentecostal church describes.  

Matthew 3:11

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 11 “I baptize you with[a] water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

Acts 1:4-5

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

19. How does the Holy Spirit continue to minister in the believer’s life after the new birth?

He goes to the Father on our behalf in ways that we could not express.

Romans 8:26

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.

We as believers find unity in the Spirit.

1 Corinthians 12:13

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

13 For we were all baptized by[a] one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

He acts as a counselor that lives in us.

John 14

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[c] in you.

He gives us life and helps up to put the sinful nature to death

Romans 8:13

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live,

20. Give your view of the spiritual gifts. Are they all operative today?

I believe that supernatural gifts are still possible today.  I have not found a scripture that clearly says that gifts like healing, speaking in other tongues (languages) raising the dead have stopped.  I know that they will cease, but I cannot prove that they have with the use of scripture.  However, I have not seen the more supernatural gifts used.  But in my personal opinion, God has not been using them in our age as He has in the past.

As far as spiritual gifts of service, (teaching, wisdom, knowledge, serving and teaching) all believers should desire the spiritual gift(s) that God has waiting for them and not leave the gifting up to the Pastor.

Romans 1:11

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 11 I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong—

1 Corinthians 12:31

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

31 But eagerly desire[a] the greater gifts.

21. What kind of ministry does the Holy Spirit exercise toward the non-believer?

He convicts the unbeliever of their sin.  

John 16:7-11

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt[a] in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10 in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.

Through the Word when it is read.

Hebrews 4:12

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

He convicts those who hear gospel preaching.

Acts 10:44-45

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.

22. What are some of the evidences of the believer being filled with the Spirit?

Acts chapter 2 is a clear representation of the Spirit’s involvement in the life of a believer.  It shows that He works in us as He wills, and that He is a gift to those who repent and are baptized.

There will be a new life.

2 Corinthians 5:17

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

There will be evidenced by the fruit of the Spirit.

Galatians 5:22-26

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

V. Anthropology (The Doctrine of Man)
23. Do you believe that God directly created man? (Special creation)?

I believe that God directly created man physically, and by spiritually means.  I hold that the accounts of creation in Genesis chapter 1 happened exactly as described.

24. How was man made in God’s image?

Before the fall of man, he was a creation made in God’s image.  I believe that we were created in God’s image in more than one dimension.  Meaning; His visual appearance (even slightly perhaps), ability to interact in the physical dimension, and owning a spirit that fellowship with other’s spirits.

Genesis 1:27

New International Version (NIV)

 27 So God created mankind in his own image, 

   in the image of God he created them; 

   male and female he created them.

After the fall of man, he maintained these attributes.  Among these are the ability to reason, having a will and a choice, and enjoying or suffering trough the results of his decisions.  

1 Corinthians 11:7

New International Version (NIV)

 7 A man ought not to cover his head,[a] since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the glory of man.

25. What is meant by the “fall” of man?

The point at which mankind made a conscience effort to follow Satan, realize his ability to sin, and disobey God’s clear command.  The change of mankind’s eternal status was revealed in God’s response to him and the serpent.

Genesis 3:17

New International Version (NIV)

 17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’

26. What effect did the first sin have on Adam and Eve?

They lost the privileges afforded in the Garden of Eden.  

Genesis 3:16-24

New International Version (NIV)

16 To the woman he said,

   “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; 

   with painful labor you will give birth to children. 

Your desire will be for your husband, 

   and he will rule over you.”

 17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’

   “Cursed is the ground because of you; 

   through painful toil you will eat food from it 

   all the days of your life. 

18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 

   and you will eat the plants of the field. 

19 By the sweat of your brow 

   you will eat your food 

until you return to the ground, 

   since from it you were taken; 

for dust you are 

   and to dust you will return.”

 20 Adam[c] named his wife Eve,[d] because she would become the mother of all the living.

 21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side[e] of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

27. What effect did it have on the human race that followed?

Every human born after the fall of man was and is separated from God and is in need of reconciliation to God by Godly means.  In both the Old and New Testaments of the Bible this is brought about by sacrifice.

In the Old Testament burnt offerings, grain offerings, fellowship offerings, sin offerings, and guilt offerings were practiced in demonstration of our need for reconciliation to God.

Burnt Offering    
Lev 1; 6:8-13; 8:18-21; 16:24

Grain Offering     
Lev 2; 6:14-23

Fellowship Offering   
Lev 3; 7:11-34

Sin Offering    

Lev 4:1-5:13; 6:24-30; 8:14-17; 16:3-22

Guilt Offering    
Lev 5:14-6:7; 7:1-6

In the New Testament, the sole act of Jesus’ death on a cross was the only sacrifice needed to forgive the sins of man.

Romans 6:10

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

1 Peter 3:18

New International Version (NIV)

18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.

28. Has man been able to make up for the problems that resulted from the entrance of sin into this world?

No, he hasn’t.  And on his own, he never will.  Only through his repentance to God and confession that Christ is Lord will God “make up for” the problems of sin.

2 Corinthians 7:10

New International Version (NIV)

10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.

29. Under the Old Covenant arrangement, what provision did God make for man’s sin?

*Answered in question #27

VI. Soteriology (The Doctrine of Salvation)
30. How did God provide a remedy for man’s sin?

Through the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God who was God in the flesh.  God sent Jesus to live a perfect life and to die and be the sacrificial lamb that we needed.  

2 Corinthians 5:21

New International Version (NIV)

21 God made him who had no sin to be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Hebrews 9:1-14

New International Version (NIV)

Hebrews 9

Worship in the Earthly Tabernacle

 1 Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2 A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated bread; this was called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 4 which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. 5 Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now.

 6 When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. 7 But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance. 8 The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still functioning. 9 This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. 10 They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new order.

The Blood of Christ

 11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here,[a] he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining[b] eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,[c] so that we may serve the living God!

31. What must men do to receive this salvation?

Believe in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Acts 16:30-31

New International Version (NIV)

30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

 31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.”

Romans 10:13

New International Version (NIV)

13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Romans 10:9

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

32. Is the salvation provided in Christ sufficient for the sins of the whole world?

Yes.  If they believe in him.

Romans 10:11-15

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

11 As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”[a] 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”[b]

 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”[c]

Romans 6:10

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

1 Peter 3:18

New International Version (NIV)

18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.

33. Discuss the meaning of election, predestination, and calling.

As with any election, mankind needs to enter the race in order to be in the running for a win. Though God has given us a free will, he is still the one who does the electing. Though man plays a part in becoming a child of God, the election of our souls is solely dependent upon God.

2 Peter 1:10

New International Version (NIV)

 10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters,[a] make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble,

God in his sovereignty and ultimate wisdom knew before any man was ever born who would and would not choose him. He gave us the right to be called sons of God.

John 1:12

New International Version (NIV)

12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—

Romans 8:18-27

New International Version (NIV)

Present Suffering and Future Glory

 18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that[a] the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.

 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.

 Although God has total authority in electing the saved, He has given us a free will and afforded the opportunity for us to choose Him by believing and confessing that Jesus is Lord.

Romans 10:9

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Some believe that God’s election of the saved and damned is set in stone and that there is nothing mankind can do about it.  However, man’s free will, its results, and repercussions have been in God’s plan since the beginning.  

Genesis 2:15-17

New International Version (NIV)

 15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”

The use of the word “if” implies that God’s favor is not predetermined.  

Deuteronomy 30:11-19

New International Version (NIV)

The Offer of Life or Death

 11 Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach. 12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 14 No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it.

 15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16 For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.

 17 But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.

 19 This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live

One who is called, still must answer the call.  And God makes efforts to change the eternal state of people who were once not His.

Hosea 2:23

New International Version (NIV)

23 I will plant her for myself in the land; 

   I will show my love to the one I called ‘Not my loved one.’ 

I will say to those called ‘Not my people,’ ‘You are my people’; 

   and they will say, ‘You are my God.’”
Romans 9

New International Version (NIV)

Romans 9

Paul’s Anguish Over Israel

 1 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised![a] Amen.

God’s Sovereign Choice

 6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”[b] 8 In other words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9 For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.”[c]

 10 Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac. 11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”[d] 13 Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”[e]

 14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses,

   “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 

   and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”[f]

 16 It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 17 For Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”[g] 18 Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.

 19 One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who is able to resist his will?” 20 But who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to the one who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’”[h] 21 Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for special purposes and some for common use?

 22 What if God, although choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction? 23 What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory— 24 even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 25 As he says in Hosea:

   “I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people; 

   and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,”[i]

 26 and,

   “In the very place where it was said to them, 

   ‘You are not my people,’ 

   there they will be called ‘children of the living God.’”[j]

 27 Isaiah cries out concerning Israel:

   “Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea, 

   only the remnant will be saved. 

28 For the Lord will carry out 

   his sentence on earth with speed and finality.”[k]

 29 It is just as Isaiah said previously:

   “Unless the Lord Almighty 

   had left us descendants, 

we would have become like Sodom, 

   we would have been like Gomorrah.”[l]

Israel’s Unbelief

 30 What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the way of righteousness, have not attained their goal. 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone. 33 As it is written:

   “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble 

   and a rock that makes them fall, 

   and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.”

34. Discuss justification, sanctification, and glorification.

Justification, sanctification, and glorification are all the work of Almighty God. He is the only one who can make these things come to pass.  As we love and obey Him, God works the good in us and through us for His glory.

Romans 8:28-30

New International Version (NIV)

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

We cannot justify ourselves or make “right” what we have done wrong.  We only are justified by God through faith in Jesus Christ.  

Romans 3:9-22a

New International Version (NIV)

Romans 3

No One Is Righteous

 9 What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is written:

   “There is no one righteous, not even one; 

 11 there is no one who understands; 

   there is no one who seeks God. 

12 All have turned away, 

   they have together become worthless; 

there is no one who does good, 

   not even one.”[b] 

13 “Their throats are open graves; 

   their tongues practice deceit.”[c] 

“The poison of vipers is on their lips.”[d] 

 14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”[e] 

15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 

 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 

17 and the way of peace they do not know.”[f] 

 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”[g]

 19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.

Righteousness Through Faith

 21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in[h] Jesus Christ to all who believe.
Romans 4:3

New International Version (NIV)

3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”

35. Discuss the believer’s assurance of eternal salvation. May it be forfeited?

God’s promise of salvation is eternal.  It comes to man by faith in Jesus Christ, who is the Son of God.  

Yes, I believe it may be forfeited.  

Ephesians 2:8-9

New International Version (NIV)

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.

Salvation is given through belief in Jesus.

Romans 10:8-9

New International Version (NIV)

8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,”[a] that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

1 Corinthians 1:21 ESV

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.

Since believing in Jesus brings salvation, disbelief brings damnation.  

2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 ESV 

The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.

This is different from unbelief.

Mark 9:24

New International Version (NIV)

 24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”

If a believer does not hold firmly to the saving gospel that they “have believed” in, it was in vain.  

1 Corinthians 15:1-2

New International Version (NIV)

1 Corinthians 15

 1 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
Once a believer turns back to disbelief, he forfeits the right to be called a child of God.  And there is no sacrifice left for their sins.  Christ died ONCE for ALL.  

Hebrews 10:26

New International Version (NIV)

 26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left

When a believer rejects what he once put his faith in, it is impossible to be brought back to repentance.

Hebrews 6:1-12

New International Version (NIV)

Hebrews 6

 1 Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death,[a] and of faith in God, 2 instruction about cleansing rites,[b] the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so.

 4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age 6 and who have fallen[c] away, to be brought back to repentance. To their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 7 Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. 8 But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.

 9 Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are convinced of better things in your case—the things that have to do with salvation. 10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may be fully realized. 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.
My heart on the matter:

I do not believe that “once saved, always saved”.  I also do not believe that “once saved, barely saved” and that salvation is like a light switch whose state is easily changed.  I believe that a sinner can come to a saving faith and over time, by not holding to what they had originally put there faith in, can stop believing in that which had saved them.  

Most evangelical Christians that I know disagree with me on this, but no one has been able to share with me any bible verses that were written with the specific intent to teach an eternal security different that what I believe.  

I understand that my beliefs on these matters are extremely controversial and have potential to cause others to get emotional with me and lose respect for me and weaken my influence in ministry.  I try to follow the example in Romans 14 and keep these things between myself and God.  At times, I am asked about my doctrine on this matter.  I refrain from being transparent unless the person I’m talking to has displayed a strong grasped of the Bible and what they believe.

When I gave my life to the Lord and to ministry, I made it my personal goal to try and follow the instructions that the apostle Paul gave to Timothy.  This has been a tremendous help in my life and work.  

1 Timothy 4

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. 3 They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth. 4 For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.

 6 If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, brought up in the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed. 7 Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.

 9 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance 10 (and for this we labor and strive), that we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe.

 11 Command and teach these things. 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.

 15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. 

16 Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.
36. What is the doctrine of “sinless perfection,” and how would you Scripturally refute it?

Sinless perfectionism implies that anyone who has obtained this is no longer in need of a Savior.

Claiming to be without sin is nothing more than a claim.  Mere words.

1 John 1:8-10

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.

If you believe in sinless perfectionism, you can’t say that you believe what James wrote in the Bible.

James 3:2-8

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

2 We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.

 3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.

 7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, 8 but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
37. How does “faith” and “works” relate to the believer’s salvation?

They go hand in hand.  You can’t have one without the other.  Our spiritual rebirth and acceptance into the Kingdom of God is only from God and happens so that we can then begin a life of doing what God has prepared for us to do.  It is easy to find joy in the fact that it is only God who can save us.  However, I believe that too many teachers have failed to teach Ephesians 2:10 as strongly as they have verses 8 and 9 of the same chapter.  This, in my opinion, has done more damage to the church than any other religious error.

Ephesians 2:8-10

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

If we are not working in this life for God, our faith is dead and cannot save us.  

James 2:24 You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.

James 2:14-26

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

Faith and Deeds

 14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

 18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”

   Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.

 20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,”[b] and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.

 25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

VII. Ecclesiology (The Doctrine of the Church)
38. What is the Biblical meaning of the word “church”?

The Greek word found in the New Testament for “church” is Ecclesia, which is translated as “assembly”.  It is comprised of the “called out” whom have put their faith in God.

It is not a place, but a people.  

John 4:21-24

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 21 Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”

It is built on the foundation laid by confessing that Christ is Lord.

John 4:25,26

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”

 26 Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”

Matthew 16:18

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

18 And I tell you that you are Peter,[a] and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades[b] will not overcome it.

The church is being built from the assembling of God’s people into His dwelling place.

Ephesians 2:19-21

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.

39. Give three Scriptural metaphors used to describe the church.

His Body:

Ephesians 1:22-23

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

Holy Temple:

Ephesians 2:21

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.

The Way :

Acts 19:9

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.

God’s House:

Hebrews 3:6

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

6 But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.

40. How does one become a member of Christ’s true church?

Through the spiritual birth that comes by believing that Jesus is Lord.

John 1:12-13

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent,[a] nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

41. Why is it advisable for all believers to become members of a local body of believers?

While placing membership within a local church body is not commanded in the Bible, there are benefits to doing so.  

1.  Commitment:  

It signifies publicly that you are placing yourself under the spiritual authority and leadership of God through the shepherding elders of that church.  This act does not give “permission” of the elders to pastor you, but relative to baptism, it is an outwardly physical notion that denotes a spiritual truth.  I believe that shepherds are called to lead without asking for permission.

2.  Accountability:

Hebrews 10:25

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another —and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

42. How is the church distinct from Israel?

God had several covenants with Israel.  Over time He found fault with His people and made a new and final covenant available for all people.

Hebrews 8:7-13

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another. 8 But God found fault with the people and said:

Jeremiah 31:31-34

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 31 “The time is coming,” declares the LORD, 

   “when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel 

   and with the house of Judah. 

32 It will not be like the covenant 

   I made with their forefathers 

when I took them by the hand 

   to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they broke my covenant, 

   though I was a husband to[a] them,[b]” 

            declares the LORD. 

33 “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel 

   after that time,” declares the LORD. 

“I will put my law in their minds 

   and write it on their hearts. 

I will be their God, 

   and they will be my people. 

34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, 

   or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ 

because they will all know me, 

   from the least of them to the greatest,” 

            declares the LORD. 

“For I will forgive their wickedness 

   and will remember their sins no more.”

Through Jesus came the fulfillment of the first covenant.  

Matthew 5:17-18

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

    17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.

This new promise is what the Christian church acts under.  

Ephesians 2:14-16

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.

43. Give the essentials of Biblical water baptism.

Confession:

Baptism should follow confession and is, in fact, a physical confession of faith.

1 Peter 3:21

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

Repentance:

Baptism without repentance is just a dip in the water.  

Acts 2:37-38

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Immersion:

This is the only method of physical baptism prescribed in the New Testament.  The Greek word “baptizo” is used and means, “to immerse”.  

Strong's Greek dictionary:

G907. baptizo, bap-tid'-zo; from a der. of G911; to make whelmed (i.e. fully wet); used only (in the N.T.) of ceremonial ablution, espec. (techn.) of the ordinance of Chr. baptism:--baptist, baptize, wash.

G908. baptisma, bap'-tis-mah; from G907; baptism (techn. or fig.):--baptism.

G909. baptismos, bap-tis-mos'; from G907; ablution (cerem. or Chr.):--baptism, washing.

G910. Baptistes, bap-tis-tace'; from G907; a baptizer, as an epithet of Christ's forerunner:--Baptist.

G911. bapto, bap'-to; a prim. verb; to whelm, i.e. cover wholly with a fluid; in the N.T. only in a qualified or spec. sense, i.e. (lit.) to moisten (a part of one's person), or (by impl.) to stain (as with dye):--dip.

44. What is the significance of Communion?

Communion is a New Testament way version (for a lack of a better term) of the Passover meal.  In Jesus’ death, we were offered a new “Passover Lamb”.  Believers are to practice Communion in memory of Christ’s sacrifice for our sins on the cross.  

Some other significant results of Communion are…

Obedience to Jesus:

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

It fosters unity in the church:

1 Corinthians 10:16-17

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.

Signifies our waiting until we can commune with our Lord in Heaven

Luke 22:14-16

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”

Can have negative spiritual effects on those who practice it improperly:

1 Corinthians 11:27-32

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. 32 When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.

1 Corinthians 11:17-22

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 17 In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good. 18 In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19 No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, 21 for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, another gets drunk. 22 Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you for this? Certainly not!

45. Is Communion a “sacrament “ or an “ordinance”?

Ordinance: (from Miriam-Websters)

1 a : a Christian rite (as baptism or the Eucharist) that is believed to have been ordained by Christ and that is held to be a means of divine grace or to be a sign or symbol of a spiritual reality b : a religious rite or observance comparable to a Christian sacrament

Sacrament: from (Dictionary.com)

1 a : an authoritative decree or direction : b : a law set forth by a governmental authority; specifically : a municipal regulation

2 : something ordained or decreed by fate or a deity

3 : a prescribed usage, practice, or ceremony

I believe it to be both.  It is a physical practice that we do in submission to God, and it is something that has spiritual implications, which are determined by how strong our submission is.  

46. What are the two kinds of “offices” listed in the early church?

Elders (Shepherds, Pastors, Overseers) 

and 

Deacons (Deaconess, Servant)

1 Timothy 3

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

1 Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer,[a] he desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.

 8 Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.

 11 In the same way, their wives[b] are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything.

 12 A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well. 13 Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.

 14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 16 Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great:

   He[c] appeared in a body,[d] 

   was vindicated by the Spirit, 

was seen by angels, 

   was preached among the nations, 

was believed on in the world, 

   was taken up in glory.

Offices that have been ordained by men and not by God’s word have diminished the role of the believer in the local church and stifled kingdom advancement.  All believers are God’s priests.  

1 Peter 2:9

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Romans 16:1

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant[a] of the church in Cenchrea.

Footnotes:

Romans 16:1 Or deaconess

47. What is the mission of the church on earth?

Jesus describes this after he rose from the dead and was preparing to ascend to Heaven.  He told his disciples (and us if we believe in Him) to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything He had commanded them.

Matthew 28:16-20

New International Version (NIV)

The Great Commission

 16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

48. What is the destiny of the church?

Heaven, and nothing will be able to stop it.

Matthew 16:18

New International Version (NIV)

18 And I tell you that you are Peter,[a] and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades[b] will not overcome it.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

New International Version (NIV)

16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

1 Corinthians 15:51-54

New International Version (NIV)

51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”[a]

Revelation 21:1-8

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

Revelation 21

  1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

 5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

 6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

VIII. Eschatology (The Doctrine of Last Things)

49.What is the “blessed hope” of the Christian?

The glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Titus 2:11-14

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.

50. Do you believe the Lord could come back at any moment? Why or why not?

Yes.

The bible says He could.

Matthew 24:42-44

New International Version (NIV)

   42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-3

New International Version (NIV)

1 Thessalonians 5

The Day of the Lord

 1 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

51. What is “the great tribulation”, and when does it occur chronologically in reference to the rapture?

The great tribulation is the period of time that occurs after the rapture and before the 2nd coming of Christ.

Rapture (church goes to Heaven):

1 Corinthians 15:50-54

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 50 I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”[a]

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

John 14:1-4

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God[a]; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”

Matthew 24:21

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.

Matthew 24

New International Version (NIV)

Matthew 24

The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times

 1 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”

 3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”

 4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.

   9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

   15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’[a] spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.

   22 “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you ahead of time.

   26 “So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.

   29 “Immediately after the distress of those days

   “‘the sun will be darkened, 

   and the moon will not give its light; 

the stars will fall from the sky, 

   and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’[b]

   30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth[c] will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory.[d] 31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.

   32 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it[e] is near, right at the door. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

52. What great age will follow the revelation of Christ in glory? Give both Old and New Testament references.
"Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven."

—Acts 1:9-11

53. Do you believe in a literal “new heaven and new earth”?
2 Peter 3

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

The Day of the Lord

3 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.

3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.[a]

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.[b] That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.

17 Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

Revelation 21

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

The New Jerusalem

21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars —their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15 The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls. 16 The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia[a] in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 17 He measured its wall and it was 144 cubits[b] thick,[c] by man’s measurement, which the angel was using. 18 The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 19 The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.[d] 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass.

22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

54. Is “hell” a literal, conscious, eternal place reserved for the unsaved?

55. Is the “second death” annihilation?

56. Give at least two future judgments that await the unsaved in the future.

57. Give a judgment in the past that has already affected believers, and one that awaits believers.

IX. Applied Theology (Problems in Practical Thinking)

58. Where do you stand in reference to the issue of abortion? Explain from Scripture.

59. Show from the Scripture upon what grounds a believer is permitted to obtain a divorce and to marry again.  Also discuss your position regarding divorce and remarriage of those who have become maritally entangled prior to becoming Christians, as well as afterward.

60. Discuss practical holiness in reference to:

A) Addictive habits, i.e.: Use of alcohol, narcotics, tobacco, etc.

B) Secular Rock Music

C) Dancing

D) Movies, television, computer games and Internet sites that deal with explicit sex, extreme violence, and extensive profanity.

61. In reference to the issue of “tongues”, where do you stand; and how would you counsel charismatics who desire membership at River Oak Grace Community Church?

62. How would you counsel a believer who cherishes his security in Christ, and believes this permits him to sin without reaping consequences?

63. What does the Bible teach about praying for the sick? How do you distinguish this from extreme charismatic practices?

64. Do you believe there is a personal devil, that demons are real?

65. How would you help someone who is demonized?

66. How would you counsel a homosexual who claims to be a Christian and loves God?

Acts 26:28-29

New International Version 1984 (NIV1984)

 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?”

 29 Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.”
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